
him self, notes (p p . 2 4 1  an d 2 2 3 )  reg a rd in g  the highest econom ic class, 

“ their proportionately in freq u en t resort to crim in al abortion is to be 

fo u n d  in  the relatively h ig h  efficiency o f their contraceptive efforts.”  

O ther predilections are the au thor’s fa vo r fo r D o u b led ay as against 

Spen cer, th ou gh there are several places w h ere the latter’s thesis, w h ich  

certainly needs a m o dern ized restatem ent, m ig h t w e ll ap p ly— places 

w h ic h  p u z z le  Professor P earl (p p . 37 , 79, 2 1 1 ,  etc.). T h e n  there is the 

question o f density, w h ic h  is b ro u gh t in in  m a n y places, th ou gh  n o w  it 

seem s to be less density as such an d m u ch  m ore the social life conditions 

associated w ith  u rbanism  an d industrialism . F in a lly , there seem s to be 

som e reliance on som e m ystical “ innate po w ers o f adaptation”  to b ring  

us out o f the mess into w h ich  w e  h ave confessedly gotten ourselves. O ne  

m a y w ell share the author’s skepticism  as to the possibility o f effective 

collective action, but in  last analysis one m u st p u t his faith  in h u m an  

efforts gu id ed  b y science or in  w h a t fo r all practical purposes is G o d . T h e  

scientist w ill scarcely hesitate to m ak e his choice.

F r a n k  H .  H a n k in s2
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T H E  V O L U N T A R Y  C O N T R O L  O F  F E R T I L I T Y

The n e w  edition o f D r . D ick in so n ’s control of conception1 answers 

an increasing dem an d for an authoritative text on the techniques for 

con trolling fertility. It deals w ith  all aspects o f fertility control and offers 

to the in q u irin g  student a  w ealth  o f in form ation  on contraception, steri

lization, an d therapeutic abortion.

T h e  present edition includes n e w  m aterial on the com parative effec

tiveness o f different types o f contraception as used in selected population  

groups. It sum m arizes recent research on the “ safe period”  and includes 

m a n y n e w  diagram s and draw in gs, illustrating the relation o f the tech

niques o f contraceptive practice to h u m an  sex anatom y.

O n  the basis o f the latest research in the chem istry o f sperm icidal com 

pounds an d on the q u ality  o f a n um b er o f com m ercial contraceptives, 

D r . D ick in so n  fra n k ly  recom m ends several com m ercial brands o f con-

2 Professor of Sociology, Smith College.
1 Dickinson, Robert Latou: c o n t r o l  o f  c o n c e p t io n . Baltimore, The Williams & Wil

kins Co., 2nd Edition, 1938.
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dom s, d iap h ragm s, jellies, and cream s. T h e  m edical profession m a y be  

p ro fo u n d ly g ratefu l fo r the publication o f such a “ w h ite  list.”  T h e  ap 

p ro v a l or d isap p ro val o f com m ercial contraceptives is lo gically a fu n c

tion o f the C o u n cils o f the A m e ric a n  M ed ical A ssociation, but until they  

b egin  to exercise this function, delegated to them  in 19 37 ,2 the researches 

u nd ertak en  u nd er the auspices o f the N a tio n a l C o m m ittee on M atern al 

H e a lth  offer the o n ly  reliable source o f inform ation on com m ercial 

contraceptives.

A s  in  the earlier edition, the book includes excellent chapters on the 

indications fo r and techniques o f sterilization an d therapeutic abortion. 

A n  entire chapter is devoted to the details o f clinic o rganization, equip

m ent, an d  architectural p lan nin g.

D u e  em phasis is placed on the positive as w ell as the negative aspects 

o f the control o f conception an d the author urges the developm ent o f a

w ell-ro u n d ed  approach to problem s o f fertility. H e  believes that clinics 

should be equ ipped to treat sterility and to advise on m arital adjustm ent 

as w e ll as to prescribe contraceptives w h en  they are indicated. It is to be  

hoped that the n e w  text w ill be w id ely  consulted b y  physicians an d  

m edical students.

R e g in e  K . S t i x , m .d .

2 Journal of the American Medical Association, November 5, 1938, 1 1 1 ,  No. 19, p. 1770.




