
T H E  F I N A L  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  N E W  Y O R K  
S T A T E  H E A L T H  C O M M IS S IO N  IS  R E V I E W E D

U PON publication, hailed by public health authori­
ties as the most adequate survey ever made of the 
public health resources of New York State and as 

the most comprehensive state program for the conservation of 
individual and community health ever formulated, the final 
report of the New York State Health Commission, “ Public 
Health in New York State,”  continues to arouse favorable 
comment.

One reviewer states that it is “ one of the finest contribu­
tions of recent years to sound public health doctrine,”  while 
another welcomes it as “ a Bible for the whole public health 
profession in the commonwealth and an achievement which 
many other states would profit by emulating.”  One commen­
tator greets the book as a “ landmark in public health admin­
istration”  and says that it will “ serve as a stimulus to the 
advancement of sound health organization and as a valuable 
source book for many health administrators.”  In the opin­
ion of another, it is “ a most unusual document, containing 
much valuable material, not only for health authorities, but 
for educational authorities and industrial and commercial 
interests,”  and still another appraises it as “ one of the great 
documents in the history of American public health.”

The 500-page volume issued under the imprint of the New 
York State Department of Health, covers every phase of 
public health work and presents specific recommendations 
for the improvement of the service in each field. It represents 
the results of nearly two years’ study and investigation by 
more than a hundred experts in the science and practice of 
public health. The investigation was financed by a grant of 
the Milbank Memorial Fund.
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A preliminary report of the Commission, issued in Febru­
ary, 1931,  has already been a factor in the enactment of 
needed health legislation. One bill passed by the Legislature 
last year contained among other provisions authorization for 
the construction of three district state tuberculosis sanatoria 
and appropriations of more than $2,000,000 have been made 
available for their construction. B y another provision, health 
officers in cities of over 50,000 population are required to give 
full time to the duties of their office. Members of the Commis­
sion recently met with the Governor of the State of New 
York, Franklin D. Roosevelt, to discuss further plans for 
carrying out the recommendations resulting from the survey.

“ Not since 1913 when the late Dr. Hermann M. Biggs laid 
the groundwork for public health work in New York State, 
and the rest of the country for that matter, with his famous 
report on methods by which human suffering could be re­
duced and human life prolonged has so important a document 
on public health appeared as that submitted to the public 
last week by the state commission headed by Dr. Livingston 
Farrand, president of Cornell University,”  says the Pough­
keepsie Eagle News. “ It will be in time to come the guidebook 
which will supplement Dr. Biggs’ work.”

The editorial comments in several additional magazines 
and newspapers, are quoted in full or in part below.

P U B L I C  H E A L T H  I N  N E W  

Y O R K  S T A T E

O n  M a y  1 ,  1 9 3 0 ,  th e G o v e rn o r  
o f  N e w  Y o r k  ap p o in ted  a sp ecial 
com m ission  to s u r v e y  h ealth  co n ­
d itio n s in th a t  sta te  and to  offer  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  i m p r o v e ­
m en t. A  p re lim in a ry  re p o rt a p ­
peared on E e b . 16 ,  1 9 3 1 ,  and th e

final rep o rt, s u ita b ly  bound for 
p erm an e n t record, has ju s t  been 
m ad e a v a ila b le . T h e  C o m m issio n  
w a s  h eaded b y  D r. L iv in g s to n  
F a r r a n d , and its se c re ta ry  w a s  
th e h ealth  com m ission er o f  the  
S t a te , D r . T h o m a s  P a rra n , J r .  
E v e r y  rep u tab le  m ed ical and p u b ­
lic h ealth  a g e n c y  in th e S ta te  co­
o p era ted  in th e d evelo p m en t o f



th e  m a te ria l, o rgan ized  m ed icin e  
b ein g represen ted  b y  th e  M e d ic a l  
S o c ie ty  o f  th e S t a t e  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  

A m o n g  th e  strik in g  o b se rv a tio n s  
is th e  e vid e n ce  o f  g r e a t in eq u a li­
ties w ith in  th e  sa m e s ta te  n o t o n ly  
as to  h ealth  co n d itio n s in gen eral 
b u t p a r t ic u la r ly  in referen ce to  
th e  co n tro l o f  c erta in  d iseases. 
T u b e r c u l o s i s  r e c e i v e s  v a s t  
am o u n ts o f  a tte n tio n  in c o m p a ri­
son to  w h a t  is d o n e fo r sy p h ilis  
and can cer. S o m e  m u n icip a lities  
h a v e  been ab le  to  sta m p  o u t d ip h ­
th e ria  e n tire ly , w h e re a s in o th ers  
th e d isease co n tin u es to  o cc u r and  
e ve n  to  in crease  in its  in cid en ce. 
I n fa n t  m o r ta lity  v a rie s  g r e a tly  
fro m  th e  w o rs t  to  th e  best.

In  his fo re w o rd  to  th e  rep o rt. 
G o v e rn o r  F r a n k lin  D . R o o s e v e lt  
in d ica te s his a p p ro v a l o f  th e re­
su lts o f  d e m o n stra tio n s in C a t ­
ta ra u g u s C o u n t y , S y r a c u s e , and  
th e B e lle v u e -Y o r k v ille  d istr ic t  o f  
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .  H e  em p h a sizes  
p a r tic u la r ly  th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  
to w n  and v illa g e  b o ard s o f  h ea lth , 
su ita b le  in 1 8 5 0 ,  to  m eet th e con ­
d itio n s o f  1 9 3 2 .  T h e  C o m m issio n  
urges th e  crea tio n  o f  5 7  c o u n ty  
b o ard s o f  h ealth  to  re p lace  th e  
p resen t 1 , 1 5 8  to w n  an d  v illa g e  
b o ard s. O f  e sp ecial sign ifica n ce  is 
th e o pinion o f  th e  C o m m issio n  
th a t  h ealth  fu n ctio n s w h ich  lo cal 
g o v e rn m e n ts can  b e e q u ip p ed  to  
p erfo rm  s a tis fa c to r ily  fo r th e m ­
selves sh o u ld  n o t rem a in  fu n ctio n s  
o f  th e  sta te . I t  is reco gn ized  th a t  
a c e n tra l co n tro l w ith  p o w e r m ig h t  
be e x ce e d in g ly  efficien t, e x a c t ly  
as is th e co n tro l o f  h ig h w a y s  b y  a 
s ta te  d e p a rtm e n t o f  p u b lic  w o rk s. 
H o w e v e r , as G o v e r n o r  R o o s e v e lt  
em p h a sizes, ro ad s h a v e  a single.
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s i m p l e ,  i m p e r s o n a l  f u n c t i o n ,  
w h e rea s h ealth  se rv ice  h as m u l­
tip le  in tim a te ly  person al fu n c­
tion s. G o v e r n o r  R o o s e v e lt w o u ld  
re se rve  as th e u ltim a te  fu n ctio n s  
o f  th e s ta te  o n ly  th e m a in ten a n ce  
o f  a d e q u a te  sta n d a rd s, fin an cial 
a ssista n ce  fo r ru ra l h ea lth , and  
su ch  d u ties as th e h osp italiza tio n  
o f  m e n ta l d iseases, th e gen eral 
su p ervisio n  o f  p u b lic  w a te r  su p ­
plies, and th e re g istra tio n  o f  b irth s  
an d  d eath s. T h o s e  fu n ctio n s are  
so te ch n ica l, so bro ad  in scope, or 
so c o s tly  as to  be u n su itab le  fo r  
s a tis fa c to r y  lo cal ad m in istra tio n .

S p e c ia l a tte n tio n  is also g ive n  
to  th e  n e ce ssity  fo r co o rd in ation  
o f  v a rio u s  h ealth  a c tiv itie s  u n d er  
a single head or th ro u g h  in terd e­
p a rtm e n ta l actio n . P u b lic  h ealth  
ed u ca tio n , child  h ealth  and pro­
te ctio n , sta te w id e  sa n ita r y  p ro b ­
lem s, th e  im p ro v e m e n t o f  m ilk  
su pp lies, in d u stria l h ygien e, and  
th e p reven tio n  o f  accid e n ts are  
p ro je c ts  th a t  m a y  affect m a n y  d if­
fe ren t d e p a rtm e n ts o f  th e  g o v e rn ­
m en t.

T h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s con sid eratio n  
o f  th e re p o rt o f  his C o m m issio n  
con clu d es w ith  sp ecial em p h a sis  
on th e  n e ce ss ity  fo r p u b lic  h ealth  
ed u ca tio n  and w ith  p a rtic u la r  a t­
ten tio n  to  th e m e n ta l h ygien e  pro­
g ra m . M e n ta l  disease is becom in g  
in cre a s in g ly  a pro b lem  o f  g re a t  
im p o rta n ce . T h e  N e w  Y o r k  S ta te  
g o v e rn m e n t m a in ta in s 2 6  in stitu ­
tio n s, w ith  m ore th a n  50 ,0 0 0  p a ­
tie n ts , and a p ro gra m  is plan n ed  
fo r th e  fu tu re  to  ta k e  care  o f  
m a n y  a d d itio n a l p a tie n ts. O b v i­
o u sly , lo cal co m m u n ities can n o t  
w e ll u n d e rta k e  th is fu n ctio n , a t  
least u n d er c ircu m sta n ce s existin g
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a t  p rese n t; b u t a c a m p a ig n  o f  edu­
c a tio n  and s tu d y  m ig h t w e ll se rv e  

as a p re v e n tiv e  fa c to r  in d im in ­
ish in g  as m u ch  as possib le th e in ­
crea sin g  b u rd en  o f  m e n ta lly  de­
fe c tiv e  persons on th e  sta te .

W h e re a s  th e  fo rew o rd  o f  G o v ­
ern or R o o s e v e lt  to  th is exceed ­
in g ly  im p o rta n t vo lu m e  ou tlin es  
fu lly  th e  scop e o f  th e  con sid era­
tio n s, th e  in d iv id u a l c h a p ters con ­
stitu te  a te x tb o o k  o f  p u b lic  h ealth . 
N e a r l y  a h u n d red  people p a rtic i­
p a te d  in th e  w o rk  o f  th is C o m m is­
sion, and th e  v ie w s  o f  th ese ex­
p erts, as w ell as o f  all th o se associ­
ated  w ith  th e  W h ite  H o u se  C o n ­
feren ce on C h ild  H e a lth , h a v e  
been su rv e y e d  in d e ve lo p in g  th is  
v o lu m e . T h e  re p o rt m a k es no a t­
te m p t to  h an d le th e q u estio n  o f  
th e co st o f  m ed ical care, a w a itin g  
in stea d  th e rep o rt o f  th e co m m it­
tee on th a t  su b je ct, w h ich  ex p e cts  
sh o rtly  to  an n o u n ce th e rep o rt o f  
its  fiv e -y e a r  s tu d y .

R a r e ly  is th ere  o p p o rtu n ity  in 
a n y  c o m m u n ity  for su ch  a search ­
in g  and co m p e te n t s u r v e y  as has 
been m ad e in N e w  Y o r k  S ta te .  
T h e  resu lts in th e form  o f  reco m ­
m e n d atio n s to  in d iv id u a l co m ­
m u n ities, reco m m en d atio n s for 
le g isla tiv e  actio n  and sim d a r to p ­
ics are bound to h a v e  a fa r-re a c h ­

in g  effect.

—  From  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  
A m er ican  M ed ic a l  A ssocia­

tio n , April 30, 1932

H E A L T H  I N  T H I S  S T A T E

G o v e rn o r  R o o s e v e lt ’ s fo rew o rd  
to  th e rep o rt o f  th e N e w  Y o r k  
S t a t e  H e a lth  C o m m issio n — an un­
official b o d y  o f  fo u rteen  ap p o in ted

b y  him  tw o  y e a rs  ago  under the  
ch a irm a n sh ip  o f  P re sid e n t L iv in g ­
ston F a r r a n d  o f  C o rn ell— speaks  
o f  th e  h ealth  o f  th e  people as the  

S t a t e ’ s “ p a ra m o u n t con cern .’ ’  T h e  
fo llo w in g  b rie f su m m a ry  su ggests  
th a t  recen t im p ro ve m e n t h as been 
cred itab le.

T h e  sp an  o f  life e x p e c ta n c y  has 
len gth en ed fro m  4 7  y e a rs  in 19 0 0  

to  5 7  y e a rs  in 1 9 3 0 .  T u b ercu lo sis , 
w h ich  fifteen y e a rs  ago stood as 
th e first cau se o f  d eath , has de­
clined m ore th a n  half. D eath s  
am o n g in fan ts under one y e a r  o f 
age h a ve  sh ow n a sim ilar reduc­
tion. T y p h o id  fe ve r, once v e r y  
p rev a le n t, is n o w  a rare  disease. 
D ip h th e ria  since 1 9 1 3  h as dim in­
ished m ore th a n  tw o -th ird s. D u r­
in g th e sam e period th e death  
ra te  fro m  all com m u n icab le  dis­
eases h as decreased from  4 1 9 .3  
to  19 6  per h u n dred th ou san d  pop­
u latio n , w h ile  th e gen eral death  
rate  from  all causes decreased 1 4  

per cent.
T h e s e  resu lts sh o w  th a t even on 

econ om ic gro u n d s w h a t  h as been 
done th ro u gh  scientific research  
into  th e cau se, p reven tio n , and  
cure o f  disease, th ro u gh  th e teach ­
in g  o f  h ygien e  in th e schools, and  
th ro u gh  th e b etter m ed ical ser­
v ic e  and gen eral h eightened stan ­
d ard s o f  liv in g, h as been profi­
ta b le  to  th e S ta te  as w ell as a 
b lessing to th o u san d s o f  in d ivid u ­
als. E v e n  th e depression h as re­
su lted in no serious increase in our 
d e ath  or sickness rates. F o r  this 
w e  m a y  be th a n k fu l to th e legis­
lation and h ealth  p ractices follow ­
in g th e reco m m en d atio n s o f  a like 
com m ission  u n d er th e ch a irm an ­
ship o f  D r. B ig g s in 1 9 1 3 .  O n the



o th e r h an d , th ere  is still m a rk ed  

in e q u a lity  in th e  h ealth  se rv ice  in 
d ifferen t co m m u n ities an d  an  “ un ­
e ven n ess o f  p o p u la r se n tim en t for  
h ealth  a c tio n .”  D ip h th e ria  con ­
tin u es in som e m u n icip a lities, 
w h ile  o th ers h a v e  been ab le  to  
sta m p  it o u t c o m p le te ly , an d  in 

som e p laces tu b ercu lo sis is “ tw ice  
as p re v a le n t”  as in o th ers.

T h e  s y s te m  o f  ad m in istra tio n  
b y  to w n  an d  v illa g e  b o ard s is in 
som e m easu re  resp o n sib le  fo r th is, 
b ein g as “ w a ste fu l o f  lives as o f  
m o n e y .”  T h e  c h ie f re co m m e n d a ­
tion o f  th e C o m m issio n  is th a t  th e  
h ealth  se rv ice  in th e S t a t e  be re­
o rgan ized  b y  m a k in g  th e c o u n ty  
th e  u n it, w ith  a b o ard  o f  h ealth  
an d  a h ea lth  co m m issio n er for  
e v e r y  c o u n ty . T h e  p ro gra m , w h ich  
is one o f  d e ce n tra liz a tio n  b u t w ith  
con tin u ed  s ta te  aid , is fo r th e  
m o st p a rt  in p ro m o tio n  o f  h ealth  
th ro u g h  e d u ca tio n  an d  th e  pre­
v en tio n  or co n tro l o f  d isease. T h e  
h ealth  o f  ch ild ren  is th e o u ts ta n d ­
in g con cern , b u t w ith  th e  le n g th ­
en in g  o f  th e  a v e ra g e  life, in cre as­
in g a tte n tio n  m u st n o w  be g ive n  
to  th e  d e g e n e ra tiv e  d iseases and  

e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  d iag n o sis and  
tr e a tm e n t o f  can cer.

T h e  F a r r a n d  re p o rt w ill b e a 
g u id e  fo r th e p u b lic  h ealth  d e ve l­
o p m e n t d u rin g  th e co m in g t w e n ty  
y e a rs , as th e  B ig g s  re p o rt h as  
been fo r th e  la st tw o  d ecad es.

—From T h e  N ew  Y o rk  {New York) 
T im e s , April 6, 1932
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C O N S E R V I N G  L I V E S  

A N D  H E A L T H

G o v e r n o r  R o o s e v e lt  p laces th e

p ro p er c h a ra c te riz a tio n  upon th e  
rep o rt o f  th e C o m m issio n  a p ­
p oin ted  tw o  y e a rs  ago  to  d e ve lo p  
a h ealth  plan fo r th e  S t a te  o f  
N e w  Y o r k  w h en  he d escrib es it 
as an “ in sp iratio n  and an in d ict­
m e n t.”  I t  sh ould inspire all resi­
d en ts o f  th e co m m o n w ealth  to  
g iv e  m ore th o u g h t to  th e conser­
v a tio n  o f  life and h ealth  and  
th e re b y  d isso lve  th e in d ictm e n t o f  
carelessn ess and th o u gh tlessn ess. 
T h e  C o m m issio n  is n o t e x tr a v a ­
g a n t  in its e stim a te  th a t  th e lives  
o f  50 ,0 0 0  N e w  Y o r k e r s  can  be 
sa v e d  e v e r y  y e a r . T h is  n u m b er  
e m b ra ce s o n ly  th e  people w h o  die 
fro m  d iseases or w h a t  is term ed  
n a tu ra l cau ses. F a ta litie s  from  
a ccid e n ts are n o t in clu d ed  b u t 
should and could be g r e a tly  de­
creased.

O f  cou rse in th e co n serva tio n  
o f  life th e qu estion  o f  m a in ta in ­
in g  h ealth  is th e im p o rta n t facto r. 
W e  k n o w  th a t  n o w  th ere should  
be p r a c tic a lly  no d e a th s from  
d ip h th e ria  and ty p h o id  fever. 
S cie n ce  has con q u ered  both  w h ere  
p eople coo p erate  w ith  p h ysicia n s  
and h ealth  officers. A c t u a l experi­
ence h as p ro ve d  th a t  a t least SO 
p er cen t o f  th e cases o f  tu b e rcu ­
losis can  be arrested  and th a t  al­
th o u gh  little  is k n o w n  as y e t  
ab o u t th e  cau ses o f  can cer th is  
m a la d y  can  be p e rm a n e n tly  ar­
rested i f  trea ted  in an e a rly  stag e  
o f  its d evelo p m en t. W e  k n o w  th a t  
in fa n t m o rta lity  has been m a te ri­
a lly  decreased  d u rin g  th e la st  
fe w  y e a rs  and th a t  th e fu rth e r  
re d u ctio n  is p ossib le................

W h e n  officials find th a t  d eath  
and sick n ess rates in som e com ­
m u n ities are double th ose in oth ers
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th e  in feren ce m u st fo llo w  th a t  
c iv ic  and p ro fessio n al in d ifferen ce  
m u st p re v a il in th e less fo rtu n a te  
p laces. T h e r e  sh ould be som e  
a g e n c y  or fa c to r  to p re v e n t or to  
r e c t ify  su ch  a situ a tio n . O u r h ealth  
la w s are n o w  d ra s tic  and i f  th e y  
do n o t p ro d u ce  reason ab le  results  
th e y  are e ith er u n o b served  or un ­
en forced . P eo p le  w h o  v a lu e  life  
and h ealth  or h a v e  co n cep tion  o f  
th eir w o rth  should co o p e ra te  w ith  
officials in th eir co n serva tio n . 
A n d  th ere  should be no h e sita n c y  
in re p o rtin g  derelictio n s in th e  
p erfo rm an ce  o f  official d u ties.

— From  the T ro y ( Ne w York)  
R e c o r d , April 7, 1932

A  R O O S E V E L T  S E R V I C E  

T O  P U B L I C  H E A L T H

N o  d o u b t fh e  m o st th o ro u gh  
s ta te  s u r v e y  y e t  m a d e, th e in­
te re st and uses o f  th e final repo rt 
o f  G o v e rn o r  R o o s e v e lt ’ s special 
H e a lth  C o m m issio n  w ill indeed  
exten d  o u tsid e N e w  Y o r k . I t  is a 
vo lu m e  w h ich  co m p reh e n sive ly  
ju stifies th e  title , “ P u b lic  H e a lth  
i n N e w Y o r k S t a t e .”  A r e m a r k fr o m  
th e  N e w  Y o r k  G o v e rn o r ’ s com ­
m en t on th e d o cu m en t fo rcib ly  
illu stra te s its  la rg est sign ifican ce: 
“ O th e r th a n  th e  in differen ce o f  
lo cal g o ve rn m e n ts th ere is no 
reason  w h y  tw ice  as m a n y  b abies  
sh ould die each  y e a r  in som e cou n ­
ties and cities as in o th er com ­
m u n ities w h ere  a m odern h ealth  
p ro gram  is in force, or fo r tu b e r­
culosis to be tw ice  as p re v a le n t in 
som e cou n ties o f  N e w  Y o r k  as in 
o th e rs.’ ’

W h ere in  sta te s  on th e w h ole

when compared seem to excel or 
lag in health conservation is mi­
nor. Especially in the large states 
the question of effective health ad­
ministration is local rather than 
general and is chiefly dependent 
upon the cities and counties. Cita­
tions so complete and convincing 
as this report affords of varying 
health conditions in the most 
populous of our states aptly dem­
onstrate that better health admin­
istrations save lives and can com­
pel the report’ s widespread study 
by legislators and social and civic 
leaders.

— From the Detroit (Michigan) N ew s  
April, 4, 1932

T H E  H E A L T H  R E P O R T

T h e  rep o rt o f  th e N e w  Y o r k  
S t a te  H e a lth  C o m m issio n , pre­
sented to  G o v e rn o r R o o se v e lt a 
few  d a y s  ago fo r his a p p ro va l, in­
d ica te s th e splendid progress and  
ach ie vem en t o f  th e C om m ission  
since its ap p o in tm e n t less th an  
tw o  y e a rs  ago. T h e  repo rt, repre­
sen tin g  co n sta n t s tu d y , research, 
and in ve stig a tio n  o f  th e health  
requ irem en ts o f  th e S ta te  b y  10 0  
exp erts in th e science o f  public  
h ealth , is a d o cu m en t w h ich  re­
flects cred it n o t o n ly  upon the  
C o m m issio n , b u t upon th e entire  

S ta te .
A s  a resu lt o f  its reco m m en d a­

tion s, la w s w ere  en acted  and  
passed au th o rizin g  th e building  
o f  th ree tu b ercu losis san ito ria  for 
cou n ties too sm all to  p ro vid e  
th eir ow n  in stitu tio n s for this 
h ig h ly  im p o rta n t phase o f  health  
w o rk ; th e ju risd ictio n  o f  th e state  
h o sp ital fo r in cip ien t tub erculosis



tra n sfe rre d  to  th e  co n tro l o f  th e  

S t a t e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  H e a lth ;  
crea tio n  o f  a n e w  d ivisio n  o f  c a n ­

cer con tro l u n d er th e  su p ervisio n  
o f  th e D e p a r tm e n t; and th e a p ­
p o in tm en t o f  fu ll-tim e  h ea lth  offi­
cers in cities o f  m ore th a n  fifty  
th o u sa n d  p o p u latio n .

T h e s e  are o n ly  a fe w  o f  th e  
p ra ise w o rth y  a cco m p lish m e n ts o f  
th e C o m m issio n , w h ich  is d o in g  
all in its p o w er— an d  w ith  o u t­
sta n d in g  su ccess— to  crea te  th e  
h igh est possib le d egree o f  good  
h ealth  am o n g  th e  people o f  th e  
S t a te  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  T h e  w o rk  o f  

th e C o m m issio n  is co m m en d ab le , 
and th e en tire  S t a t e  sh ou ld  be  
d u ly  a p p re c ia tiv e  fo r th e  tireless  
effo rts bein g e xerted  in its  b eh alf.

—From the Ticonderoga {New York) 
S e n t i n e l , April 14, 1932
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C O N C E R N I N G  T H E  E A R -  

R A N D  H E A L T H  C O M M I S ­

S I O N  R E P O R T

F r o m  th e  sta n d p o in t o f  p ro te c­
tion o f  h ea lth  an d  co n se rva tio n  
o f  life th e  m a s te rly  s t u d y  and  
sta te s m a n lik e  re co m m e n d a tio n s  

em b o d ied  in th e  re ce n t final re­
p o rt o f  G o v e r n o r  R o o s e v e lt ’ s 
sp ecia l S t a te  H e a lth  C o m m is ­
sion, h ead ed  b y  P re sid e n t L i v ­
in gsto n  F a r r a n d , M . D . ,  o f  C o r ­
nell U n iv e r s ity , p ro m ise fa r -re a c h ­
in g h u m a n  b en efits an d  eco n o ­

m ies ...............
F o r  th e  n e x t q u a rte r  o f  a cen ­

t u r y  p u b lic  h ealth  d e ve lo p m e n ts  
are b o u n d  to be in flu en ced  and  
gu id ed  b y  th e w o rk  o f  th e F a r r a n d  
C o m m issio n . U n q u e s tio n a b ly  too

its re co m m e n d atio n s w ill effec­
t iv e ly  co n trib u te  a t th e sa m e tim e  

to  th e  im p ro v e m e n t o f  p u b lic  
h ealth  th ro u g h o u t th e n atio n . T o  
th o se w h o  h a v e  g iv e n  so g en er­
o u sly  o f  th e ir tim e  and th o u g h t  
as m em b ers o f  th e C o m m issio n  
th e  p u b lic  is d e e p ly  in d eb ted .

— From the S y r a c u s e  {New York) 
H e r a l d , April 17, 1932
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T H E  S A V I N G  O F  L I F E

T h e  final rep o rt o f  th e S ta te  
H e a lth  C o m m issio n , h ead ed  b y  
D r . L iv in g s to n  F a r r a n d , p resid en t  
o f  C o rn e ll U n iv e r s it y , h as ju s t  
been su b m itte d  to  G o v e rn o r  
R o o s e v e lt.

T h e  re p o rt co n tain s som e ar­
restin g  sta tem en ts. I t  d eclares, 
fo r in sta n ce, th a t  fo rty -th re e  
th o u sa n d  people in N e w  Y o r k  
S t a t e  alone are n o w  liv in g  w h o  
w o u ld  h a v e  died la st y e a r  i f  th e  
d e a th  rates o f  t w e n ty  y e a r s  ago  
h ad  con tin u ed .

B u t , even  m ore phen o m en al re­
su lts can  be a tta in e d  d u rin g  th e  
n e x t t w e n ty  y e a rs , it ad d s, “ if  
th e sim ple, w e ll-k n o w n  fa c ts  on 
w h ich  p u b lic  h ealth  science is 
b ased  are  p u t in to  p ra c tic e  e v e r y ­
w h e re  th ro u g h o u t th e S t a t e . ’ ’ . . .

A l l  o f  w h ich  is v e r y  e n co u ra g ­
ing. T h e  C o m m issio n  w o u ld  seem  
to  h a v e  m a d e a v e r y  th o ro u gh  
s t u d y  o f  th e  s u b je c t in h an d . I t  is 
to be h oped th a t  its re co m m e n d a ­
tio n s w ill be g ive n  e v e r y  con sid ­
eratio n  b y  th e le g isla tiv e  b o d y .

—From the Gloversville {New York) 
H e r a l d , April 8, 1932


