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N E W  Y O R K  H E A L T H  D E M O N ST R A T IO N S

T h e  S t a t e  C h a r it ie s  A id  A ss o c ia tio n  (N e w  Y o r k )  is  th e  o rg a n iz in g  a n d  su p e rv iso ry  
a g e n c y  fo r  th e  C a t t a r a u g u s  C o u n t y  (ru ra l)  a n d  S y ra c u s e  (u rb a n ) h e a lth  

d em o n stra tio n s . _ O p e r a tin g  re sp o n sib ilitie s  in  th e  d e m o n stra tio n  
d is tr ic ts  ^ e  in  th e  h a n d s o f  lo c a l h e a lth  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l 

a u th o r itie s  a n d  o f  v o lu n t a r y  h e a lth  a n d  w e lfa r e  a gen cies

---------- . --------
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T"^H E  th ird  annual m eeting  o f the A dvisory Council o f 
the  M ilb ank  M em orial F u n d  followed w ith in  a week 
the  o rgan ization  on N ovem ber 14, 1924, o f a Com ­

m u n ity  H ea lth  Council in the C ity  o f N ew  Y ork, through 
w hich public and  p riv a te  agencies will co-operate in con­
duc ting  the  m etro po litan  h ea lth  dem onstra tion  in the  Belle- 
vue-Y orkville  d is tric t o f the  Borough o f M an h a ttan . This 
will supp lem ent the  sim ilar u rb an  and  ru ra l pro jects already 
u nd er w ay  in N ew  Y ork  S ta te . E x-S enato r E lih u  R oo t, on 
b eha lf o f th e  F u n d ’s B oard  o f D irectors, welcom ed the m em ­
bers o f th e  A dvisory  Council, a m a jo rity  o f whom were 
p resent. W illiam  H . W elch, D ean  o f the  School o f H ygiene 
o f Jo hns H opkins U n ivers ity  and  C hairm an  o f the Council, 
presided  over the  m eeting, w hich was held on N ovem ber 
tw en tie th .

T h e  session was opened w ith  a silent toas t to  the  m em ory 
o f the  founder o f th e  F u n d , E lizabeth  M ilb ank  A nderson, 
and  to  the  recen tly  deceased m em bers o f the A dvisory C oun­
cil, D r. Jo h n  L. H effron, D r. L. E m m ett H o lt, and D r. T . 
M itchell P rud d en . T h e  to as t was proposed by  M r. R oot, 
who was the  first speaker. ______
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“ T h e  extrem e difficulty of getting  tru th  in to  the  m inds o f 
m en stand s in the w ay o f m uch public en te rp rise ,” said  M r. 
R oot. “ I th in k  the  pow er o f coal saved  in o u r locom otives 
is a little  less th an  5 per cen t and  the  loss 95 p er c e n t,” he 
continued . “ I f  there  is th a t  loss in th e  pow er o f coal in 
tran sp o rta tio n , you m ay  m u ltip ly  i t  by  one h u n d red  in order 
to ob ta in  an idea o f the  loss o f all the  v a s t m u ltitu d e  o f w ords 
th a t  are poured o u t upon the  people o f A m erica, d ay  by  day 
and  n ig h t by n igh t, in new spapers, and  m agazines, and books, 
and  lectures, and  class-room s, and  public m eetings— words 
upon w ords in fogs. T here  is n o t o ne-ten th  o f one one- 
h u n d red th  o f one per cen t o f them  w hich m akes a lodgm ent 
and am ounts to  an y th in g  in the  m inds to  which th ey  are 
addressed. O nly the  people read  th ings who don’t  need to 
read  them . T h e  people w ho o ug h t to  be affected by a speech 
are bored by  it. W e keep saying over and  over again to each 
o th er the  things th a t  we agree upon, b u t we seldom get a t the 
people w ho don ’t  agree w ith  us.

“ N ow , w hen it  comes to  certa in  h um an ita rian  efforts, it  is 
alm ost im possible to  do any th in g  o f any  value from w ithou t 
— by external forces— w ith o u t hav ing  the individual ener­
gized, m ade sy m p ath e tic , m ade an assis tan t in the effort. 
T h e  g reat question  w ith  all people w ho w an t to im prove the 
condition  o f m ank in d  is, how to get m an k in d  to  try  to im­
prove itself. In  the  a tte m p t to teach  people how to  avoid the 
scourge o f disease, to  teach  them  to  stop  i t  w hen i t  begins, 
to cure it, to  m ake i t  a con tinually  dw indling and  gradually  
d isappearing  evil, we have been led b y  wise advice to  under­
take som ething besides m ere w ords— dem onstration."

A to ta l o f sixteen speakers took  p a r t  in the  discussion of 
subjects in troduced  a t the  m eeting.*  D r. W elch, D r. 
W illiam  H . P a rk , D r. W . S. R ank in  and  D r. F rank w oo d  E. 
W illiam s discussed “ T he  Social Im plications o f a Longer 
L ife.”

* A  m o r e  c o m p le t e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  m e e t in g  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  in  th e  
M i l b a n k  M e m o r ia l  F u n d  A n n u a l  R e p o r t ,  1924 .
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H o m er Folks, M iss E lizabeth  G. Fox, D r. M a tth ia s  N icoll, 
J r . ,  an d  D r. C .-E . A. W inslow  discussed th e  question  “ H ow  
M uch  W ill People P a y  for H ea lth  ?”

In  the  absence o f D r. F ra n k  J . M onaghan , Com m issioner 
o f th e  N ew  Y ork  C ity  D ep a rtm en t o f H ea lth , a s ta tem en t 
ab o u t the  m e tro p o litan  dem onstra tio n  as p repared  by him , 
w as read  by  D r. S. W . W ynne, A cting  D irec to r o f the B ureau 
o f H o sp ita ls  o f th e  H ea lth  D ep a rtm en t, who also partic i­
p a ted  in the  discussion.

A b rie f rep o rt o f recen t progress in the  Syracuse dem on­
stra tio n  w as m ade b y  D r. T h om as P . F arm er, Com m issioner, 
and  by  D r. G eorge C. R u h land , D ep u ty  Com m issioner, o f 
the  D ep a rtm e n t o f H ea lth  o f th a t  city . A sim ilar survey  o f 
cu rren t w ork  in the  C a tta rau g u s C o u n ty  d em onstra tion  was 
p resen ted  by  D r. L ev e re tt D . B risto l, C ou n ty  H ea lth  Officer, 
and  Jo h n  W a lra th , P resid en t o f the  C a tta rau g u s C oun ty  
B oard  o f H ea lth .

P o in ting  o u t th a t  i t  is abso lu tely  im possible to  lengthen  
life, to  reduce m o rta lity  by  th e  application  o f m edical knowl­
edge to  h um an  w elfare, w ith o u t a t  the  sam e tim e im proving 
the  v ita li ty  and  physical cond ition  o f life. D r. L ivingston 
F a rra n d , in  closing th e  discussion, stressed  the  im portance o f 
the  dem on stra tio n  m eth o d  in effecting this resu lt. “ I , for one, 
am  tho rough ly  op tim istic , n o t only  as to  the  specific results 
to  be ob ta in ed  in  th e  d em on stra tio n  areas, b u t as to the re­
cep tiv ity  o f th e  A m erican people to the facts once they  are 
d em o n stra ted ,” he said.

T h e  o rgan iza tion  o f th e  C om m unity  H ea lth  Council to 
con duct th e  m e tro p o litan  d em on stra tio n  in N ew  Y ork  C ity  
w as the  ou tcom e o f reso lutions ado p ted  b y  the  A dvisory 
C ouncil on  N ovem ber 15, 1923. Some 100 representa tives 
from  m ore th an  six ty  v o lu n ta ry  and  official organizations 
a tte n d e d  the  m eeting , over which Com m issioner M onaghan 
presided.
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R epresenting  theT B oard  of D irectors o f the M ilbank  
M em orial F u n d , A lbert G. M ilbank , explained th e  aim s o f 
th a t  body in inaugurating  and  g ran ting  funds in aid  of 
the  hea lth  dem onstrations, and  set fo rth  the m anner in which 
the F u n d  was p reparing  to co-operate in the  proposed m etro ­
politan  dem onstration . In  voicing the appreciation  o f the 
C ity  o f N ew  Y ork  and  o f the D ep artm en t o f H ealth , 
Com m issioner M onaghan  em phasized the  value o f the 
o p p o rtu n ity  presented  by the dem onstration  for effective and  
concerted action by public and  p riva te  agencies engaged 
in com m unity  h ea lth  work.

D r. M onaghan  was elected C hairm an  o f the new ly or­
ganized Council. D r. Jo h n  J . M cG ra th  was m ade F irs t  Vice- 
C hairm an ; M iss L illian D . W ald , Second V ice-C hairm an; and  
M iss A lta  E lizabeth  D ines, S ecretary . D r. Jam es A lexander 
M iller was appo in ted  C hairm an  o f the  E xecu tive C om m ittee, 
which consists o f rep resen ta tives o f various organizations in 
the Bellevue-Y orkville d istric t.
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A t a recen t m eeting  o f the  T echnical B oard , the  resigna­
tion  o f D r. B ern ard  L. W y a tt , its  S ecretary , was accepted 
w ith  regret. D r. W y a tt , who is a specialist on tuberculosis, 
will p ractice  m edicine in T ucson , A rizona.

O tto  R . E ichel, M . D ., D irec to r o f the D ivision o f V ital 
S ta tis tics o f the N ew  Y ork  S ta te  D ep a rtm en t o f H ea lth , died 
on D ecem ber 24, 1924, a t  G eneva, Sw itzerland. As a m em ­
ber o f the S ta tistica l A dvisory  C om m ittee  o f the  M ilbank  
F u n d , D r. E ichel rendered  valuable assistance in outlin ing 
the sta tis tica l services o f the h ea lth  dem onstra tions. A t the 
tim e o f his d ea th , he was on a y ea r’s leave o f absence from 
the S ta te  H ea lth  D ep artm en t, serving as tem po rary  head 
o f the D ivision o f V ital S ta tis tics o f the H ea lth  Section 
o f the League of N ations.


