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THE METROPOLITAN HEALTH DEMONSTRATION

A NNOUNCEMENT has been made that the metro-
politan health demonstration will be conducted in
jL the Bellevue-Yorkville tuberculosis clinic districts
In the City of New York. The selection of this area in the
Borough of Manhattan, bounded by Fourteenth and Sixty-
fourth Streets, Fourth Avenue and the East River is made
public some months after Cattaraugus County was chosen
for the rural demonstration and Syracuse for that in ail
urban community. It is expected that a director for the
work will be chosen soon, and that the necessary preliminary
organization will be undertaken immediately, so that actual
demonstration operations may be begun earIY in 1925,
Hon. Frank J. Monaghan, Commissioner of Health, and his
assistants in the New York City Department of Health are
co-operating in the undertaking, which has the approval of
Mayor John F. Hylan,
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Before determining upon the Bellevue-Yorkville district
as the metropolitan demonstration center, extensive surveys
were made there under the supervision of the Technical
Board of the Milbank Me- ‘

morial Fund, which had -0 8

the co-operation of the wewveciy 1w

New York State and the Foreigngon 149

New York City Depart-

2
8
8

ments of Health, and of win 306
several voluntary agencies, ~ Nomeon 29
including the New York S 28
Association for Improving =%
the Condition of the Poor e 1
and the New York Tuber- g.man 123
culosis Association. At the e 120
request of the Fund, the i 12
New York A. 1. C. P. made  roumanian 2
inquiries into the health  gussia b
facilities of a number of S

tuberculosis clinic districts ., .. wem seimonary
in the city to determine  woercutosis among forcign born
which seemed to offer the  Toocoo sapuration m cacn respoc:
best opportunities in which ~ tive sroup. ‘dauring the four-year
to conduct an intensive T

health program. Statistical material regarding these dis-
tricts, gathered under the immediate supervision of
Godias J. Drolet, Statistician of the New York Tubercu-
losis Association and with the advice of the Statistical
Committee of the Milbank Memorial Fund, included a
comparative analysis of population statistics, the age dis-
tribution of the populations within tuberculosis clinic dis-
tricts, a study of the general and infant mortality rates,
tuberculosis mortality and morbidity, a standardization of
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the death rate together with a very extensive study of tuber-
culosis by racial groups. (Fig. 2)

The Fund’s Technical Board, on the advice of Dr. Haven
Emerson, had previously agreed that certain determining
factors should control the Board in selecting the district for
the metropolitan health demonstration. There was a feehn%
that a satisfactory unit would be one of about 200,001
population and that the district should contain no domi-
nant racial group. Among other thmgs, consideration was
also given to the presence in the area of existing educational
facilities for training in public health work.

In 1922, the population of the Bellevue-Yorkville district
was estimated to be 214,000. The tendency of the population
there is to remain comparatively stationary, as the section i
Bragncally all built up. However, the steady development of

usiness In the central part of New York City is gradu-
ally reducing the residential population, while at the same
time increasing the working population present there during
the day. As all of the census taking is done on the basis of
residence, there is no exact knowledge as to the extent of
the working day population. The building up of large
apartments, especially along Park Avenue, where, of course,
a greater number of people is accommodated, tends to
rﬁstodr_e the equilibrium  of the total population residing in
the district.

In a summary of the data considered in the selection of
the Bellevue-Yorkville district, Mr. Drolet sa>(s that the
%opulatlon of the two sections is fairly equally divided,

ellevue havmg an estimated population of 114,000 and
Yorkville, of 100,000. Of the 214,000 8eop|e estimated to
be remdmg in the entire area during 1922, about one-half,
or 102,410, were adults between the ages of twenty and
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forty-five years. Eight per cent of the total were children
under five, and 15 per cent were school children. Approxi-
mately 50,000 people residing in the district were forty-

five years of age and over.
(Fig. 3)

The comparison of the
death rate of this district
with that of the entire citg
shows the general deat
rate here to be one-third
higher on the average than
in the city at large.  The
standardized death rate in
this district was 15.24, as
compared with a standard-
ized death rate for New
York City of 12.11. Dur-
ing 1922, there were 3,541
deaths char(};ed b?/ the De-
partment of Health against
the Bellevue-Yorkville dis-
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City of New York, 1920;

trict.  Of these, 3,241 were
residents of the district and 300 were of out-of-town
transients. The residential mortality included 116 deaths
among residents of the several lodging houses in these
neighborhoods.

The leading causes of death were in the following order:
585 from organic heart disease; 385 from various forms of
prneumonla; 298 from tuberculosis; and 265 from cancer.

here were during the period, 231 fatalities from accidents
occurring within these localities, deaths from such causes
being charged to the districts in which they occur, whether
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the person killed be a resident or non-resident. The death
rate from accidents in Bellevue-Yorkville, which is in a
central and traffic-congested part of the Borough of Man-
hattan, is 74 ger cent higher than the City rates, being
108 per 100,000, as against 62, in the greater city.

~ The death rate from non-pulmonary forms of tuberculosis
is 69 per cent higher than the city rate, being 22 as against 13
per 100,000. The study also revealed that some children’s
diseases, like measles, diphtheria and scarlet fever, show
greater frequency here as a cause of mortality.

“Running over the leading causes of death and the number
occurring at various ages,” says Mr. Drolet, “it is noted that
typhoid, of course, took its main toll among adults in the

istrict during 1922. Measles, whooping cough and diph-
theria deaths practically all occurred in children under five
years of age. Scarlet fever, thou?h it killed four school chil-
dren, found its greater number of victims in children of pre-
school age, eleven such deaths having occurred.

“The deaths from tuberculosis were, of course, mostlﬁ
among adults. They were more numerous among young girls
than among bogs of fifteen to nineteen years, but during the
adult period the incidence of the disease was noticeablr
greater among men than among women. The non-pul-
monary cases of tuberculosis were pretty well scattered
among hoth children and adults.

“Cancer was more frequently the cause of death among
women between twenty and forty-four, but after forty-five
the two sexes furnished an equal number of deaths.

“Cerebral hemorrhage and arteriosclerosis took practically
all of their victims after they were forty-five.

“The pneumonia deaths are, ol course, grouped among
young children and older adults.
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“Diarrhea and enteritis deaths occurred practically all in
children under five.

“Deaths from Bright’s disease were mostly after the age
of forty-five.

“The deaths from accidents were quite widely distributed
among all ages.

“The maternal death rate in the Bellevue or poorer dis-
trict was 26 per cent lower than the city average, but in the
Yorkville section it was much higher than elsewhere.

“The general mortality of the district showed 1481
deaths in the female sex and 1,760 among males.”

There follows a summary of the major reasons which led
to the selection of the Bellevue-Yorkville districts as the
area for the metropolitan health demonstration:
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